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OUR MISSION:
To promote the humane treatment and responsible care of animals in
West Michigan through education, example, placement & protection.
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A Year of Compassion, Commitment, and Community

As we reflect on the past year at Humane Society
of West Michigan, one thing rings truer than ever:
in times of uncertainty and change, the power of
support and shared purpose shines the brightest.
Whether you opened your heart and home
through adoption, donated your time as a
volunteer, lent your voice in advocacy, or
partnered with us in mission—your support made
all the difference.

Animals have an extraordinary way of grounding
us, reminding us of the joy, comfort, and
unconditional love that brings light to our
everyday lives. This year, thousands of animals
found safety, healing, and forever homes because
people like you believed in their worth and
potential. You saw the importance of second
chances and stood with us to create a future where
every animal is valued and cared for.

None of this would be possible without the
strength of our community. We are incredibly
grateful to our partners—local businesses, rescue
groups, shelters, and service organizations—who
collaborated with us to extend our reach and
deepen our impact. It’s through these partnerships
that we’ve grown stronger, more resourceful, and
more united in our mission.

I am deeply honored to have joined Humane
Society of West Michigan as your new Executive
Director. From the moment I stepped through the
doors, I felt the passion, resilience, and deep
dedication of our remarkable staff, the guidance
and vision of our Board of Directors, and the
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steadfast support of our stakeholders. Thank you
for welcoming me so warmly into this incredible
family. Together, we are building upon a legacy of
compassion and setting our sights on an even
more impactful future.

With each act of kindness, every life saved, and
every community connection made, we are
reminded of why we do this work—and who we
do it for. Here’s to a year of continued progress,
deepening relationships, and lives transformed—
human and animal alike.

With heartfelt gratitude,
Eric Messing

Executive Director
Humane Society of West Michigan
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positively impacted the lives of thousands of
A animals through adoptions, fostering, and
—WN ENANACN AN OSPU  rescue programs. With the support of our
TINDRDAL MRAAAA AT $u  dedicated team, we maintained a high live
ZNtAWQE(E I\/I'PAtA/\/:\rdnAF on release rate and helped countless pets find
= = ' their forever homes.

IANNPAZENNEE ¢ troNBdgeer s

Clover
Adopted from HSWM

























Humane Hustle

Humane Hustle is an exciting event that
encourages participants to get active by
running or walking for a great cause. By
taking part, individuals raise funds and
awareness to support Humane Society of
West Michigan’s mission. This event not
only promotes fitness and well-being but
also strengthens the community's
commitment to improving the lives of pets
in need.
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Birthday Party

Birthday Party is our annual celebration of
HSWM’s impact, bringing the community
together to celebrate our progress. Last
year, we were proud to offer 24 free
adoptions, giving pets a second chance at a
loving home. With fun activities and
support from our community, this event
helps us continue providing life-saving care
and shelter to pets in need.

Paws, Claws, & Corks

Paws, Claws, & Corks is a signature event
that brings together animal lovers for an
evening of wine, food, and philanthropy.
This fundraiser helps raise vital funds for
our programs, ensuring we can continue
providing care and second chances to
animals in need. With great local offerings
and a shared passion for animals, Paws,
Claws, & Corks celebrates community and
compassion.
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FINANCIALS

Shelter Services
$4687135 (17%)

Public Support
$1,923,411 (68%)

Trust & Interest
$218,186 (8%) Total Revenue
$2,819,460
B Grants
$108,900 (3.5%)

B In Kind Goods & Services
$100,828 (3.5%)

Shelter Operations
$1,767,751 (68%)

Admin & Management
$298,938 (11%)

Total Expenses

$2620516 [ Fundraising & Development

$452,999 (17%)

B n Kind Goods & Services
$100,828 (4%)
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HUMANE SOCIETY

OF WEST MICHIGAN

BOARD OF DIRECTORS (FISCAL YEAR 2024)

Katie Perschbacher, President Jacob Varela

Nick Conley, Vice President Karen Rusche

Megan Bennett, Treasurer Alexis Ruchty

Angie DeGennaro, Secretary Greg Schmidt
Quincy Williams Paul Marvin

William McGahan Keanen Armour
Megan Downey Joe DiBenedetto
Kayleigh Kramer-Frederick LaChaun A. Steverson
Lexi Feutz

STAFF LEADERSHIP (AS OF APRIL 2025)

Eric Messing, Executive Director

Tania Jaczkowski, Director of Animal Welfare
Ashley Dahl, Director of Community Programs
Winni Walsh, Director of Development & Marketing
Stephanie Hills, Sr. Director of Operations

Lynae Umlor, Human Resource Manager

Emily Morgan, Animal Care Manager

Dr. Haley Ward, Shelter Veterinarian
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