

[image: \\DC2\FolderRedirect\jtownsend\Desktop\HSWM logo.jpg]

AC-07         AGING AN ANIMAL

Purpose
To outline the process of and guidelines for estimating the age of an animal

Policy
All animals will receive estimate ages by Animal Care Staff on intake. Ages will also be assessed during the behavior assessment and at the time of spay/neuter/verification surgery.

Staff /Areas Affected
•	Animal Care Staff

Definitions
ShelterLuv – Database used by HSWM for all tracking of animals, customers and associated services

Responsibilities
Shelter Manager is responsible for making sure this process 

Procedures
1.	Prior to administering dewormer, at intake animal care staff will estimate the animal’s age if unknown.
2.	Confirm that ShelterLuv age is entered or accurate if previously entered.  Update “Age Group” to match age if necessary.
3.	Vet staff will verify age during exam or surgery.
4.	The below guidelines are used for aging animals.
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Reference Documents
•	ASPCA-How Old Is That Kitten
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