
 
 
Your New Dog   

 
 
Advice from Dr. Patricia McConnell 
  
Go home. Encourage new adopters to take their dog straight home. As tempted as 
they may be to stop for pet supplies or show off their new pup to friends and family, 
the sooner they get the dog home, the sooner they can all settle into their new lives. 
Providing calm and routine will make that happen a lot quicker. 
 
Leash up. It is critical that new adopters keep their dogs on a leash at all times 
during transport. Suggest that they bring someone along to help with the dog in the 
car, especially if the dog is not going to be crated--and tell them to be prepared for 
the possibility of the dog trying to bolt once the door opens. 
 
Enjoy the outdoors. Once they’re home, adopters should remain outside with the 
dog on leash until she urinates and, ideally, defecates. From day one the dog will 
start to learn where she is expected to relieve herself. 
 
Control the environment. Inside the house, adopters should keep the dog on a 
leash for a while in order to slowly introduce her to the new environment. Once the 
adopter is comfortable, the leash can be removed. 
 
Introduce slowly. If possible, introduce the dog to each family member separately. 
That way she’ll have the opportunity to get to know the sight and smell of each 
individual without being overwhelmed. 

ASPCApro Blog on October 9, 2013 
 
 
 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
Single meeting to relationship building (Dog to Dog meetings) 
 
First impressions aren’t everything. 
Dogs are social animals.  As such, an initial reaction does not necessarily predict the 
future relationship because a relationship is something that develops over time.  Did 
you ever have an experience where you didn’t like someone the first time you met, 
but the more you learned about him, the more you were intrigued?  Dog to dog 
relationships are no different.  Likewise, a first good impression does not guarantee 
they will become best friends.  
 
What’s a proper introduction? 
How they meet also affects the outcome.   A gradual and low stress introduction 
would be to walk them together; initially at a distance and reducing the distance 
over time.  Handling the leash loosely will allow dogs to move without too much 
restraint.  Limiting their choices and movements tends to have negative effects.   
Soft body postures are good signs just like how your body will relax when you smile.  
 

https://www.aspcapro.org/blog


Managing at home 
There are areas of conflict in a home.  Doorways, where they eat, sleep or that special 
spot next to you can all be considered valuable real estate and all dogs want to be 
the first to claim it.   
 
All toys should be picked up prior to multiple dogs entering a room or being left 
alone in a room, until you know they can play well with others. 
 
Do not feed them side by side or from the same bowl, until it has been determined 
that food is not a resource that one might want to protect. 
 
You may want to support each dog’s role while teaching them that good things 
happen to those who wait.  You may also want to teach them that good things 
happen when the other dog is around. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

www.found.org 
 

Thank you for protecting your pet with a microchip! This animal care organization 
is going to link your email address and other contact info to the chip in the free 
Michelson Found Animals Registry! If you don’t use email, ask a friend or 
family member if you can use theirs to register your pet.  
 
What you’ll need to do: 
 

● Look out for a welcome email from the Michelson Found Animals Registry - 
you’ll use it to log in to your account and confirm that the infor sent to us was 
entered correctly (typos are common!).  

● Keep your registration up-to-date so that we can reach you via calls, texts, and 
emails if your pet is ever lost and found.  

● Visit found.org/resources for instructions on updating your info, adding pets, 
and much more (it’s always free!). 

● Keep your pet’s microchip card in your wallet or with their other 
medical/adoption paperwork in a safe place.  

 
If you don’t get a welcome email from us within a week, first check your spam folder, 
and then visit www.found.org and click “Contact Us” for help.  
 
 

Best,  
The Michelson Found Animals Registry Team 

http://www.found.org/
http://www.found.org/


3077 Wilson Drive NW 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49534 
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COMMON ILLNESSES IN DOGS 
 
Distemper: 

Distemper is a very contagious virus that can be transmitted from dog to dog by toys, bowls, bedding, our 
clothing/shoes or even our hands. The disease begins with runny eyes and nasal discharge, fever, poor 
appetite, coughing and development of pneumonia. 

The virus will then cause vomiting, diarrhea, a hardening of the nose and foot pads, eventually progressing 
to seizures or other neurological symptoms and death. Distemper is difficult to treat, therefore the best 
defense is regular and proper vaccinations through a veterinarian. 

Parvovirus 

Parvovirus is a severe contagious intestinal disease that causes intense vomiting, bloody diarrhea, and fever. 
The onset can be sudden and requires veterinary care immediately. Proper vaccinations are the only 
protection from this virus which is fatal most of the time. Puppies and elderly dogs that are not current on 
their vaccines are the most likely to become infected. 

In their incubation stage, viruses are not detectable. Therefore, an adopted animal may look healthy on the 
day of adoption and begin to show symptoms of his illness a few days later – at your home. 

Kennel Cough 

Kennel cough is a term used to cover the large number of viruses that cause upper respiratory issues like 
coughing, sneezing, and eye discharge. The symptoms in any particular dog may be caused by one or more 
of these viruses, all of which are airborne and very contagious. Since these are viruses, antibiotics will not 
help the patient get better faster but in some cases they are needed to treat secondary infections. If you 
suspect kennel cough your regular veterinarian will be able to help you. Vaccines are available for some of 
the viruses, but not all. 

 

 



7-Day 

Food Swap
75% old food 

25% new food

70% old food 
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40% old food 
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75% new food
100% new food



A well-mannered, socialized dog is a joy to live with. Teaching helps you and your dog

communicate, ensuring that he/she becomes a well-behaved family member. Our classes address

not only basic cues but also socialization, house training, chewing, barking, play biting and other

behavior concerns.

 

Our teaching method is based on kindness and respect. We use positive reinforcement such as

praise, toys, playtime or treats to motivate, reward and correct behaviors.

Humane Society of West Michigan offers a wide variety of canine courses for you and your dog's

needs. To learn about each of these unique opportunities read the descriptions below.

Dog Obedience Courses

Puppy Kindergarten
Get your pup off to a good start with this puppy class! Learn to safely socialize your puppy and enjoy

the playtime! Your puppy will not only learn basic skills, but how to be calm and relax. You and your

puppy will learn how to play properly to avoid inappropriate mouthing and chewing. Puppy class is

a great way to prevent some behavior issues from happening while learning effective ways to teach

your puppy! 

Please note that we have limitations on puppy ages to protect the rest of the group.
Therefore, once a puppy reaches 16 weeks they are unable to participate in further classes
with the group. Please see our other obedience classes. 

This open enrollment program is 5 weeks with a limit of 8 puppies and 8 handlers. Therefore,
sign ups will be posted weekly to not go over class size limitations. Please check back
weekly if classes are full.

AKC S.T.A.R. ® Puppy
Get your pup off to a good start with this new program designed by the American Kennel Club.

You'll learn how to effectively communicate with your dog and your pup will be able to socialize

with other dogs. Upon completion of the course your puppy will be eligible for the AKC S.T.A.R.

Puppy evaluation through the American Kennel Club. Designed for puppies aged: 4 months - 1 year

old. 

This class is 5 consecutive weeks with a limit of 8 dogs and 8 handlers.

Elementary School: Manners Matter
This class is designed for dogs 5 months and older who have never had a previous training class and

for those who will benefit by taking the class again. The focus of the class is on good doggy manners

and the basic cues of sit, stay, down, come, "leave it," and walking on a loose leash.

This class is 5 consecutive weeks with a limit of 8 dogs and 8 handlers. 



Questions? Email obedienceclass@hswestmi.org

High School Jocks: Reactive Dog Class
This unique class is designed to help you better understand your dog's reactivity towards other dogs

and how to best manage their impulses. The basic manners focus, sit, down, focus, recall, stay, polite

walking and leave it are reviewed in this course. You will learn how to recognize and reward

behaviors you want to keep as well as develop skills to change your K9's undesirable behaviors.

Dog to human reactivity is not addressed in this class. Please contact our behavior staff if your dog is

experiencing this type of reactivity.

This class is 5 consecutive weeks with a limit of 4 dogs and 4 handlers.

Manners Refined!
A prep course for the intermediate AKC Good Citizen Course ® 

A new 5-week course for those wishing to continue training their dog, bridging the gap between

Manners Matter and the Intermediate Course (AKC’s CGC Evaluation). Our newest course is

designed for those who have taken Manner’s Matter or equivalent course. Let’s sharpen skills already

acquired by adding distractions and increasing difficulty. The goal is to prepare for the Intermediate

CGC course.

Must have 4 – 8 dogs signed up for each session. This class is 5 consecutive weeks with a
limit of 8 dogs and 8 handlers.

Leash: (4 -6 foot leather, nylon or cotton leash). Do NOT use chain as it is too hard on your hands

during training and is harder to give clear signals to your dog.

Please NO retractable leashes.

Collar: Nylon collars or martingale collars are both acceptable 

Desirable dog treats!it of body text

Location
 Humane Society of West Michigan Training Center

 3077 Wilson Dr. NW Grand Rapids, MI 49534

 

Cost 
All Fees are Non-Refundable and classes are Non-Transferable

 $99 / dog or $85 / dog if adopted from Humane Society of West Michigan

*Rebate available for Argus Alliance qualifying dogs. Check our website for information on Argus

program.

 

How To Register: 
Sign Up here: http://www.hswestmi.org/obedience-classes.html

 

Owners are required to send proof of current vaccinations for Distemper, Bordetella, and Rabies.

Please consult your primary veterinarian for assistance.

 

Please Bring the Following to Class:



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
Dear Adopters, 
  
Our shelter strives to find innovative ways to keep pets in our community safe 
so we are very excited to announce our new partnership with Finding Rover! 
  
Finding Rover uses facial recognition technology to help reunite lost dogs and 
cats with their families, allowing anyone with computer access to be a 
superhero. 
  

If you FIND a stray dog or cat, all you need to do is click ‘I Found a Pet’, snap a picture on your phone, and 
upload to www.findingrover.com. From there the magic of Finding Rover will match that photo with photos of 
pets that have been reported missing. 
  
For those that have LOST a dog or cat, click ‘I Lost a Pet’, upload your pet’s picture, and Finding Rover will 
search found reports which will include animals in our care. Our partnership automatically updates all of our 
shelter’s pets on our Finding Rover page! 
  
Wondering why you should use this new technology? Here are our top five reasons: 
  

1. It’s easy! Anyone with a smartphone or computer can upload a lost or found dog or cat instantly. 
2. It’s FREE! Although millions of dollars have been invested into this technology, it doesn’t cost them a 

penny. 
3. It helps find pets homes! It’s not just about helping lost pets. Our dogs and cats that are Available for 

Adoption are also on Finding Rover! 
4. It’s not just for dogs! Dogs aren’t the only pets that get out. Finding Rover is optimized to work for our 

feline friends as well. 
5. It saves lives! At our shelter, our number one goal is to keep pets safe before they even reach our 

doors. Using this tool, we can all become superheroes and help keep our shelter empty. 
  
So what’s the catch? It only works if we all use it! 
  
We highly encourage everyone to register with a personal Finding Rover account so we can keep our entire 
community safe. Don’t wait for your pet to go missing; be proactive and create an account for your pet today. 
Isn’t your pet’s safety worth two minutes of your time? 
  
All you need to do is visit https://findingrover.com/registermypet 

1. Upload a picture 
2. Enter your pet’s name, age, and breed 
3. Enter your name, email address, and zip code 

  
Help our community become the number one user of this new technology. If we all do our small part, it will 
make a big difference for the lives of the animals in our community. Share Finding Rover with your family and 
friends and let’s get everyone on board to start saving more lives! 
 

http://www.findingrover.com/
https://findingrover.com/registermypet


Missing Dog 
Prevention Tips

Did You Know....

....most dogs that go missing are recently adopted, 
traveling with family or in an unfamiliar situation?

Numerous newly adopted dogs go missing and 
almost all of these situations are AVOIDABLE.

Please read the information provided to ensure
your new dog stays safe!

Containment Plan: Prior to bringing 
your newly adopted dog home.

Inspect all fences and gates for weak spots or 
gaps. Make sure they will hold up in extreme 
weather. Make all repairs & necessary security 
adjustments prior to bringing your new family 
member home.

If you’re using an invisible/electric fence 
option, it will require speci�c training (as
outlined/provided by the manufacturer). 
Consistent testing on batteries will be needed
to be sure it’s operating properly.

Be sure all fence gates are kept secured with 
the locks, at all times. A service person or 
visitor can leave a gate unsecured after they 
leave your yard, unintentionally creating an 
escape opportunity.

Walk your new dog on leash in fenced in 
spaces until you are certain they will not try 
and jump or dig out. Leash walking is always 
preferred to a “Tie-out” or “Trolly” type system.

Additional Information

Attending Events: Fearful & Newly adopted  
dogs are most vulnerable to become displaced.  
If your dog is fearful in new situations, be 
mindful of what events you take them to. Ask 
yourself, “Will my dog enjoy this event, the 
activity, the crowd?” If they won’t enjoy it, leave 
them safely at home. With a newly adopted dog, 
it’s di�cult to know how they will react in new 
situations. Every dog needs decompression time 
with slow & gradual introduction to all new 
experiences.

Holidays with �reworks (Memorial Day, 
4th of July, etc.) always have an increase in dogs 
escaping due to stress. Take steps to help keep 
your pet calm.  A few steps…

Closing the windows.
An open window with a screen to easily push out
is an escape opportunity and closing the window 
will keep the stressful sounds lower.

Turn up the volume on the tv/radio, securing 
them in a safe space, sitting with them, etc., will 
all help to keep dogs calmer.

If your dog gets loose, do not chase them. If  
you can get their attention, run the other  
direction and see if they will follow you. 
Don’t panic and be exciting!

Lost Paws, LLC can be contacted for 
assistance if your dog becomes displaced.

Missinganimalresponse.com is also a great resource!

A link on helpful tips to 
help prevent your dog from escaping:

https://www.humanesociety.org/resources/
how-keep-your-dog-escaping

If you are not familiar with any of the topics discussed
your adoption councelor would be happy to help!



Transport

Recommended Equipment/
Transporting:  Be prepared prior to 
picking up your new family member.
(discuss with your adoption counselor)

The safest way to transport a dog is in a crate 
or harnessed and clipped into a seat belt. Your 
adoption counselor can discuss harness/seat 
clip systems with you.

When transporting in a vehicle, do not 
transport with a window down. This can 
unintentionally create a situation where the 
dog may attempt to jump out of the window, 
causing injury.

When you arrive at home, be sure you transfer 
your dog from your vehicle to your home in a 
secured area, such as a closed garage or a 
fenced yard, while �rmly handling the leash. 
Do not remove the leash until the dog is 
safely secured in your home with all doors 
closed securely behind you.

Con�rm with your adoption counselor that 
your dog is microchipped and keep contact 
information current.

The First Few Days are a critical time..

Martingale Collars and slip leashes and the 
safest way to ensure your new dog cannot slip 
out of their collar and take o�. Be sure the collar 
�ts properly. Your adoption 
counselor can show 
you a properly �tted 
collar.

A leash can be secured to your belt preventing 
you from dropping it or it being pulled out of 
your hands (Especially 
helpful in winter walking 
in snow/icy conditions, 
in case of an accidental 
slip & fall). 

A combination of a harness 
and a Martingale collar 
connected with a carabineer in 
non-vital points is a good 
method to use with a high 
energy, curious or skittish dog.  

Make sure a physically stable person handles 
the dog during transport.

Hold the leash �rmly when outside, when 
opening doors, loading in/out of vehicle.

Have a tag or write your phone number on the
collar, don’t worry about a name or address.

As your adoption counselor advised, 
decompression time will be needed for your
newly adopted dog. Every dog is an individual, 
just like people. Generally speaking, it can take 
at least 3 days to decompress, 3 weeks to start 
to know your routine and 3 months to start to 
feel at “Home”. They’re counting on
you to give them the that chance!

It’s recommended that you prepare a “space” 
for your dog to feel comfortable and can 
decompress in, prior to bringing your new 
family member home. This space could be a 
dog bed, a crate or a room that you
will want your dog to spend time in.

Be sure this “space” 
is NOT near an 
outside access 
door that would be 
an escape 
opportunity. Also, 
you don’t want your new family member to 
be your door “greeter”.
It’s recommended to use a ”2 door system” in 
your home, if possible. This means 
2 doors/access points, before the dog has 
access to the outdoors. Your adoption 
counselor can discuss this with you in detail.

Once you pick up your new dog, go directly 
home! It is tempting to show them o� to 
friends and family but this is a critical time and 
they need to decompress.

NEVER leave your new dog outside (in a yard 
or even a vehicle) unattended.

Use a shorter leash within the house. This 
allows for you to secure them without
grabbing their collar.

As soon as practical, get a good head and  
full body picture of your new dog, in case the 
unfortunate happens and they ever go missing.

Practice “recall” with your dog in new and 
di�erent places to make sure it is reliable. If you 
are unsure of this method, discuss with your 
adoption counselor.
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